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GENESIS, iv. 9. 


cc AND THE LORD SAID UNTO CAIN, WHERE 1$ 
cc ABEL THY BROTHER? AND HE SAID, 1 
© kNOW NOT: AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?” 


HE benevolent paſſions and inſtincts 
which are implanted in the human 
breaſt, and the ſolid pleaſure with which the 
regular exerciſe of them is always attended, 
not only prove that Man was originally form- 
ed for a ſocial life, but indicate likewiſe the 
will of our Maker, that we ſhould conſider 
ourſelves as obliged to conſult, and promote 
the welfare of one another: And the ſtate of 
mutual dependence, frailty, and danger, in 
which we are all placed, renders ſuch an inter- 
change of friendly offices abſolutely neceſſary. 
B Indeed, 


2 IS By 


Indeed, the ſocial, are ſo intimately connected 


with the ſelfiſh affections, in the conſtitution of 
our nature, and our intereſts are ſo inſeparably 
blended together, that no man can be happy 
himſelf, who does not ſincerely wiſh, and en- 
deavour to advance the happineſs of all around 
him. Whoever, therefore, makes his own per- 
ſonal welfare the ſole obje& of his purſuit, is 


yet to learn wherein it really conſiſts; violates 


the law written upon his heart; tears aſunder 
the deareſt bonds of ſociety ; and is, whatever 
he may pretend to vindicate the ſelfiſhneſs 
of his conduct, a traitor againſt God, his fel- 
low-creatures, and himſelf; It is affecting to 
think, that the firſt man, of whoſe birth we 
have any authentic account, betrayed, and 
avowed this hateful character. Am I my bro- 
tber's keeper ? ſaid Cain. This queſtion ſug- 
geſts a ſentiment which we mean to oppoſe ; 
a ſentiment as contrary to the dictates of rea- 
ſon as revelation, - that every man's concern 
ſhould be confined to himſelf, and that no one 
is obliged to ſtudy the intereſt of another. 
The words themſelves ſuit none but the lips of 
a murderer, who, after committing the crime, 
wiſhes to conceal it; and this we find was the 


character and intention of the ſpeaker in our 


Cain, the eldeſt ſon of the firſt parent of 
mankind, at leaſt the eldeſt whoſe name is re- 


corded 
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corded in the ſacred hiſtory, was highly offend- 
ed, that his youngeſt brother's offering mer 


with a more favourable reception from God 
than his own, 


It is not to our preſent purpoſe to enquire 
particularly into the reaſon of the. diſtinction 
chat was made between them. That there was 
a ſufficient reaſon for it, cannot be doubted ; 
the moſt perfect Intelligence does nothing ar- 
bitrarily, and without a reaſon. And that the 
different reception they met with from God, 
was not owing to the different nature of their 
offerings, which were ſuited to their different 
ſtations and occupations in life, but to the 
different temper. with which they preſented 
them,. is more than intimated by the ſacred 
writer to the Hebrews, when he ſays, that 
by faith Moſes offered unto God à more acceptable 
ſacrifice than Cain, by which be obtained Oy 
that he was OY * 


But we are now to ſpeak of the event itſelf, 
and the . conſequences that followed it. The 
Lord had reſpe& unto Abel, and to his offer- 
ing: but unto Cain, and to bis offering, he had not 
reſpelt. And Cain was very wroth, both with 
God and with his brother; with the former, 
for making a diſtinction, ſo degrading, as he 


* Heb. xi. 4+ 
B 2 thought, 
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thought, to his own character and reputation; 
and with the latter, for being preferred before 
him. And bis countenance fell; not under the 
weight of penitential ſorrow, that he had of- 
fended God, and expoſed himſelf to this mark 
of his diſpleaſure (a diſpoſition which would 
have well become his preſent unhappy circum- 
ſtances), but in deep reſentment at the ſup- 
poſed injuſtice he ſuffered. And the Lord ſaid 
unto Cain, Why art thou wroth ? and why is thy 
countenance fallen? & Againſt whom doſt thou 
te preſume to vent thy diſpleaſure? or, what 
« cauſe is there for entertaining any, but with 
cc thyſelf? Am I a partial or inadequate judge 
ce of my worſhippers ?* If thou doeſt well, ſhalt 
thou not be accepted? And if thou doeſt not well, 


In lieth at the door; © and thou alone muſt 


tc bear it. Thy own conduct, therefore, will 
e determine my ſentence, and not a blind par- 
ce tiality for thy brother.” As a proof of 
which, it is added, and unto thee ſhall be bis de- 
fire; and thou ſhalt rule over bim. This friendly 
admonition was deſigned to convince Cain, 
that if his offering had not met with the ac- 
ceptance which he expected, the true cauſe 
was to be found in himſelf ; that, therefore, 
the way to ſecure it a more favourable recep- 
tion in future, was to cultivate a better tem- 
per; and that if he did this, he ſhould certain- 


ly 
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ly obtain the ſame mercy his brother enjoyed, 
and (till retain all the privileges of his birth- 
right over him. But how little Cain profited 
by this ſeaſonable rebuke, is too apparent, 
from his after conduct. And Cain talked with 
Abel his brother (to prevent ſuſpicion, and put 
him off his guard) in terms of friendſhip and 
confidence: The malignant paſſions, however, 
like a ſecret fire, were all the time burning 
within, and ſoon burſt into a devouring flame. 
And it came to paſs, when they were in the field, 

no perſon being now at hand, either to bear 
witneſs to the horrid tranſaction, or to prevent 


it, that Cain roſe up againſt Abel his brother, and 
flew him. 


To awaken in the breaſt of this cruel 
wretch a juſt ſenſe of the crime which he had 
perpetrated, God was pleaſed again to addreſs 
him, either by a ſupernatural voice from hea- 
ven, or, as is moſt probable, in the perſon of 
ſome angelic ſpirit; And the Lord ſaid unto Cain, 
Where is Abel thy brother ? And he ſaid, I know 
not : Am I my brother's keeper * The inſolence 
of this reply, the aggravations attending the 
guilt which he had contracted, the folly of at- 
tempting to conceal it, and the weak ſubter- 
fuge to which he was driven for that purpoſe, 
are too obvious to need any comment; indeed, 


0 


= 
to a tender mind, they are too ſhocking to 
bear it. Nor would it be poſſible to account 
for his conduct, did we not know that there 
is nothing ſo impious, or abſurd, of which men 
are not capable, when reaſon deſerts the helm, 


and the mind 1s agitated and driven on by 
a ſtorm of violent paſſions. 


This part of the ſacred hiſtory, without pur- 
ſuing it any farther, is capable of furniſhing 
us with many uſeful obſervations, and more 
than the preſent occaſion will admit. I ſhall 
briefly mention a few; and then proceed to 
what is intended for the principal ſubje& of 
our contemplation, as being more immediate» 
ly adapted to the deſign of this aſſembly. 


I. We ſee here an affecting inſtance of the 
rapid progreſs which ſin made in the world; 
the diforder and miſery which it occaſioned ; 
and how well it becomes good men, of every 
party, to unite together in lifting up a ſtandard 
againſt it. 


The #r/t actual tranſgreſſion, was the breach, 
not of a moral command, but a poſitive inſti- 
tution. The ſecond mentioned in the hiſtory of 
mankind, is the murder of a brother. Who can 
imagine the ſecret anguiſh and remorſe with 

| | | which 
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which the fallen parents of the human race 
muſt have been agitated, when they ſaw the 
deadly poiſon which they had adminiſtered, dif- 
fuſing thus its deſtructive influence amongſt 
their immediate offspring? What a painful 
retroſpect did they now take of their own 
apoſtacy ? And what a melancholy proſpect 
lay open to their view, when they looked for- 
ward through the long train of miſeries which 
they had hereby entailed upon their future 
deſcendents! No doubt, God mercifully in- 
tended, by ſo early and affefting a diſplay of 
the malignity of ſin, to excite and confirm the 
repentance of thoſe who firſt introduced it; 
engage them by every method in their power 
to check its progreſs; and ſo far as they were 
able, leſſen and repair the miſchief which they 
had occaſioned, The increaſing evidence which 
every ſucceeding age of the world has furniſh- 
ed of its evil and deſtructive nature, and the 
miſery and ruin in which it involves nations, 
families, and private perſons, ſhould alſo ani- 
mate our zeal, in the ſeveral ſtations which 
Providence has aſſigned us, to oppoſe, by all 
the means we are capable of employing, the 
farther triumphs of this moſt dangerous enemy 
to human happineſs, - We are as deſtiture of 
humanity as religion, if we can ſee vice and im- 
piety diſſeminating hatred and miſery through 

the 
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the world, poiſoning the deareſt ſources of 
earthly comfort, and ſapping the foundation 
of every eternal hope, without lamenting and 


endeayouring to prevent ſo complicated a 
ruin. | 


II. We may farther obſerve the danger of 
ſuffering any irregular paſſions to lie rankling 
in the breaſt; and how neceſſary it is to apply 
a ſpeedy remedy to diſorders which have ſo 
miſchievous a tendency. 


Little did Cain imagine, when he felt the 
firſt emotions of envy and ill-will againſt his 
brother, into how inveterate an enmity theſe 
malignant paſſions would at laſt grow; and in- 
to what horrid exceſſes of cruelty and impiety 
they would then plunge him. His reſentment, 
whilſt it was yet forming, could not have with- 
ſtood the terrors of ſuch a proſpet. And did 
men but ſeriouſly conſider to what a wretched 
ſtate the mind 1s reduced, when once the paſ- 
ſions have eſtabliſhed their tyranny over it, 
and how much more eaſy it is to keep them 
under. controul, before they have acquired 
ſtrength by indulgence, than it is to ſubdue 
them afterwards; they would think no obje& 
of human ambition comparable to that of 
maintaining the command of. themſelves, and 

5 | would 
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would guard more aſſiduoufly againſt every 
encroachment upon the libery of the ſoul, than 
againſt the moſt ignoble bondage that can af- 
flict the body. The beginning of ſtrife (ſays the 
Wiſe Man) is like the letting out of water. The 
current may be eaſily ſtopped, when the breach 
is firſt made; but if it be neglected, a ſmall 
ſtream will ſoon riſe, and ſwell into a tor- 
rent, and bear down every thing before it. 
Thus anger, and every other affection of our 
nature, if we carefully watch and check their 
firſt exceſſes, may be ſoon reduced, and eaſily 
kept within their proper limits. But allow 
them once to obtain the maſtery, and then, 

like other tyrants, they will ſet oppoſition at 
| defiance; and hurry us on, we know not into 
what an abyſs of ſhame and wretchedneſs. 
This conſideration ſhould engage us all, 20 
keep our hearts with diligence : It particularly 
points out the vaſt importance of forming the 
mind to early habits of reflection and ſelf-go- 
vernment; and it powerfully recommends thoſe 
benevolent inſtitutions which wiſe and good 
men have patronized, to aſſiſt young perſons 
in acquiring a temper of mind ſo neceſſary to 
their happineſs. 5 


III. We ſee here, alſo, how deplorably the 
underſtanding may be biaſſed and blinded by 
corrupt affections of the heart. 

Nothing 


610) 

Nothing can be conceived more abſurd, or 
ridiculous, than an attempt to conceal the 
minuteſt actions of our lives from the omni- 
ſcient eye, or to juſtify the ſlighteſt tranſgreſ- 
ſion at the bar of a holy God. Yet Cain, who 
certainly could be no ſtranger to the perfec- 
tions of the Divine nature, not only made 
the attempt, but hoped to ſucceed in it; 
and this too in an inſtance of the moſt atro- 
cious kind. Inſtead of penitently confeſſing 
his guilt, he pleaded innocent to the charge, 
He knew nothing about his brother, nor did 
he wiſh to know; for it was not his duty to be 
at all concerned about him. Am I my brother's 
keeper . One moment's ſerious reflection 
would have been ſufficient to expoſe the folly 
and impiety of holding ſuch language; but the 
violence and perturbation of his paſſions allow- 
ed no time for attending to the cooler dictates of 
his underſtanding. He dreaded the thought of 
a Divine inſpection, and then perſuaded himſelf 
that he was not under it. How doth God know S 
(ſay the wicked) And is there knowledge in the 
Moft High? The Lord ſhall not ſee ; neither ſhall 
the God of Jacob regard it. Men are not eaſily 
perſuaded to believe what they wiſh to deny. 
One corrupt and domineering paſſion, will do 
more to delude and blind the judgment, than 


the beſt arguments can do to convince and 
enlighten 


„ 
enlighten it. Inſtances may be produced with- 
out end, in proof of this obſervation, No- 


thing diſqualifies the mind more for right 


Judging than a depraved temper. Under this 


bias, the groſſeſt abſurdities paſs for certain 


truths; the brighteſt evidence carries no con- 
victian ; and the light itſelf is as darkneſs. 


. Whoever, therefore, wiſhes to obtain himſelf, 


or to propagate amongſt others, the knowledge 
of religious truth, ſhould firſt endeavour to 


ſuppreſs thoſe evil prejudices and diſpoſitions 


of the hearr, which impair and pervert the 
underſtanding in judging concerning ſpiritual 
objects, like a jaundiced eye that diſcolours, 
or a miſt that diſtorts ſenſible ones. Of ſuch 
evil prejudices, there are none which haye a 
more powerful influence, or are more diffi- 


cult to remove, than thoſe which are founded 


in an exceſſive fondneſs for, and conceit of our- 
ſelves. Which leads me to remark, what de- 
ſerves peculiar attention, and 1s plainly ſug- 


geſted in the paſſage before us: 


IV. The unreaſonable nature, and dangerous 
tendency of a contracted ſelfiſh 2 


i. 


Am I my RY . ? ſaid Cain; ;—inti- 
mating, what appears to have been the fact, 
that he did not think himſelf under any obli- 
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gation to conſult the intereſt, not even of 
thoſe with whom he was moſt intimately con- 
need; and that his ſole buſineſs in life, was 
to take care of, and gratify himſelf, Upon 
this abſurd maxim he manifeſtly ated ; and 
we know the laſting curſe and infamy in which 
it involved him. He became a fugitive and 
a vagabond upon the earth; and was driven 
out from the preſence of God and man, as an 
enemy to both. And in proportion as men 
form their character upon the principle which 
he avowed, they will lay themſelves open to a 
ſimilar puniſhment, We cannot eaſily con- 
ceive any principle more deſtructive to the 
intereſts of ſociety, and the happineſs of hu- 
man life, or that will, in the iſſue, be produe- 
tive of worſe conſequences to the comfort of 
the perſons themſelves who are actuated by it. 
Beſides the loſs of thoſe heartfelt ſatisfactions 
which accompany the exerciſe of our benevo- 
lent affections, ſuck a contracted ſpirit expoſes 
a man to the ſecret, but pungent reproaches of 
his own mind; to the deſerved enmity and 
contempt of his fellow-creatures ; and, what is 
worſt of all, it will certainly-incur the diſplea- 
ſure and condemnation of his final Judge, in 
that day when every man muſt give an account 
of the talents he once enjoyed for doing good 
to others, as well as of the opportunities with 

which 
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which he was furniſhed for his own perſonal 
improvement. Intereſt, therefore, as well as 
duty, reprobates the ſentiment ſuggeſted by 
Cain in the text, and enforces a temper, the 
reverſe of his, which will engage us to love 


our brother, whom we have ſeen, and our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves, 


But it may be aſked, for whom are we to 
expreſs a brotherly affection; and whoſe in- 
tereſt are we to conſider and purſue as our 
own? It is almoſt needleſs to ſay, that thoſe 
who are united by the ties of blood or friend- 
ſhip, members of the ſame community, and 
particularly members of the ſame family, have 
a peculiar claim upon one another. Perſons 
thus intimately connected, are diſpoſed by na- 
tural inſtints and affections, to be the guar- 
dians of each other's welfare; and their obliga- 
tions increaſe with their opportunities. Being 
more capable, many ways, of adminiſtering 
mutual affiſtance, they are more obliged to 
attempt it. Indeed, by endeavouring to ad- 
vance the intereſt of thoſe to whom we bear ſo 
near a relation, we take the moſt likely me- 
thod to ſecure our own. The benevolent and 
ſelfiſh affections are here ſo intimately blended 
together, that it is not always eaſy to ſay what 
is to be aſcribed to the one or the other, 


L And 


0 14 ) 

And if perſons,” who are connected by bonds 
Which will. ſoon be broken, are yet obliged, 
as all will readily allow, to cheriſh and expreſs 
a tender concern for one another, the obliga- 
tians to reciprocal offices of friendſhip and af- 
fection muſt ſurely receive additional ſtrength, 
when they are confirmed by the ties of reli- 
gion, — thoſe ſacred ties of gratitude, intereſt, 
and hope, by which Chriſtians are for ever 
united. The relations which now ſubſiſt be- 
tween the members of the ſame civil commu— 
nity, or. the branches of the ſame family, 
parents.and children, maſters and ſervants, will 
ſoon be diſſolved, never to be renewed again; 
but the relation in which one genuine Chriſtian 
ſtands to another, conſidered. as belonging to 
that great houſehold, of which Chriſt Jeſus is 
the Lord and Head, will endure for ever. They 
are united by common intereſts and hopes, 
the deareſt and moſt valuable, and which 
death can neither diſſolve nor endanger. Being 
redeemed from {in and ruin by the ſame coſtly 
ſacrifice, devoted as fellow-ſervants to one 
Maſter, and engaged in the purſuit. of the 
ſame glorious ſtate, where they hope to live 
in eternal peace and happineſs together, they 
ought ſurely to love as brethren; and, upon 
all occaſions, when the honour of their Maſter, 
the * of his religion, and the ſalva- 

tion 
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tion of mankind, are concerned, ſhould act as 
if they were all animated by one ſpirit, Nor 
can the little diſtinctions of taſte and ſenti- 
ment, of name and party, be allowed to ex- 
tinguiſh or to damp that generous flame of 
mutual affection and zeal, which their common 
relation to Chriſt has an immediate tendency 
to excite and enliven. Whatever other differ- 
ences ſubſiſt amongſt them, whilſt they agree 
to ſerve the ſame Maſter, they are bound alſo 
in love to ſerve one another, 


I add once more, upon the generous plan 
of the goſpel, we are taught to conſider all 
mankind as our brethren; to entertain an af- 
fectionate concern for their happineſs; and to 
ſet no bounds to our acts of charity for them, 
but thoſe which our inability preſcribes. This 
is an extent of benevolence which Chriftian 
principles inculcate, and will affiſt us in at- 
raining beyond all others. And if any that aſ- 
ſume the Chriſtian name are defective here, 
the reproach, I am ſure, ought not to fall upon 
the religion they profeſs, but upon themſelves, 
for their criminal neglect of it. 


No religion enfotces the great law of love 
by ſuch powerful arguments, or carries it fo 


far as the Chriſtian, It aſſures us, that all 
| nations 
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nations that dwell upon the face of the earth are 
children of the ſame Father, — engaged in one 
common revolt from him, —expoſed to the 
like dangers and ruin, —objects of his paternal 
pity,—and welcome to the ſovereign remedy 
which his mercy has provided. This view of 
things furniſhes the tendereſt conſiderations 
that can be urged, to excite in the breaſts of 
men a fellow-feeling for one another. We 
are not inſenſible to the wants and diſtreſſes of 
brutes that periſh, Who, that is not obdurate 
in the extreme, does not find a pleaſure in 
contributing to their enjoyment? And ſhall 
reaſonable and immortal creatures, of the ſame 
nature with our own; involved in ſimilar dan- 
gers and ſufferings; and to whom the Father 
of Mercies is equally ready to ſhow compaſſion 
as to ourſelves ; ſhall any of theſe be treated 
as below our notice ? Or dare we refuſe them 
any office of kindneſs which it is in the power 
of our hands to do them? What an ungrate- 
ful return would this be, for the mighty obli- 
gation which we owe to their and our common 
parent, who does good unto ali, and whoſe tender 
mercies are over all his works? And how un- 
like, and how offenſive, muſt it needs render 
us to the Redeemer of men, who gave himſelf 
a ranſom for all; and who, both by his doc- 
trine, and by his example, has required us to 
| conſider 
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eonſider every man as our neighbour, whoſe 
wants we are able to relieve or prevent. 


If it ſhould be aſked, In what manner we 
are to expreſs that friendly regard, which one 
man, and which one Chriſtian is to cheriſh 
for the intereſt of another? I anſwer, this 
mult differ in different perſons, according to 
the reſpective talents and opportunities with 
which they are furniſhed. Empty words, and 
ſpecious, but inſincere profeſſions, are of no 
value. That pretended charity, which ſays to a 
a brother dr a ſiſter who is naked and deſtitute 
of daily food, depart in peace, be you warmed and 
filled, at the ſame time that it adminiſters 
none of thoſe things which are needful to the body, 
does not at all anſwer to the character of the 
true; which, like the wiſdom that is from above, 
is gentle, and eaſy to be intreated ; fuli of mercy 
and gvod fruits; without partiality, and without 
hypocriſy. 


Some perſons we may aſſiſt by dur counſel; 
and others by our purſe. Some again, by our 
tender ſympathy, and many more by our fer- 
vent interceſſions. In this inſtance, we may 
ſerve the temporal, in that, the eternal intereſts 
of mankind; and there Chriſtian benevo- 
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lence will always find its nobleſt and moff 


-delightful employment, 


By relieving a fellow-mortal, under the bufs 
den of pain and poverty, or any other tem- 
poral affliftion, we intend, and we really do 
him an important ſervice; nor is the pleaſure 


wie enjoy ourſelves, upon the review, leſs ſub- 


ftantial than that which we adminiſter ; yet, 
after all, we only contribute to the comfort of 
a life that will ſoon draw to a period: But to 
aſſiſt a fellow-immortal, in finding and keep- 
ing the way to life eternal, this is doing him 
an office of love, the moſt valuable, beyond 
compariſon, that one man 1s capable of per- 
forming for another; and confers bleſſings and 
obligations which will never be loſt and for- 
gotten, Thus employed, we are working to- 


gether with God and Chriſt, and ſhall occa- 


ſion joy in heaven, as well as upon earth. 


And need much be faid to — a 


character in which theſe benevolent diſpoſi- 


tions are the leading features? Do not the 
public voice of mankind, and every man's 
own reaſon and conſcience approve and ap- 


plaud the perſons in whom they are found? 


Who that has any ſenſe of true worth and ex- 
cellency, does not wilh to imitate them ?— 
| | St. 
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St. Paul has ſtrongly expreſſed the high eſti- 
mation in which they are held: Scarcely, ſays 
he, for a righteous man will one die; i. e. for a 
man who does nothing more than 1s ſtriftly 
juſt and equitable ; yet, peradventure, for a good 
man, who, in all his conduct, is kind and be- 


nevolent, as well as juſt; for ſuch a one, ſome 
would even dare to die *. 


Perſons of this character, who, under the 
influence of a ſupreme love to God, embrace, 
with cheerfulneſs and zeal, every opportunity | 
for promoting the preſent, eſpecially the eter- | 
nal happineſs of their fellow-creaturesz and 
would rather deny themſelves many of the 
ſuperfluities, and ſome of the real comforts of 
life, than be incapacitated for relieving the 
neceſſities of others—Perſons of this amiable 
character do a ſignal honour to religion in the 
world, —lay the ſureſt foundation for their own 
pleaſing review, — are eſteemed and reverenced 
whilſt living, —and ſhall be long held in grate- 
ful remembrance after they are dead. The 

bleſſing of God and man will reſt upon their 
deſcendants, —a far richer inheritance than the 
largeſt ſtores of worldly riches, which avarice 
or oppreſſion ever amaſſed. And, what is o 
the higheſt importance, the Merciful Judge of 


© Rom. v. 7. 
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all, in the day of final account, will acknow- 
ledge, and graciouſly reward the feeble ſer- 
vices which they did to others, as done to 
himſelf, and crown them with glory and im- 
mortality, | 


Contraſt the character now recommended 
with the oppoſite one, — that of a man whoſe 
concern 1s confined within the narrow bounds 
of his own private intereſts, and who cares not 
what becomes of others, ſo that he can but 
gratify and enjoy himſelf, Men of this tem- 
per are mere cyphers in the world, and leave 
no vacancy when they are removed out of it; 
will ſoon be forgotten, or remembered only 
as objects of contempt. But the ſhame and 
ignominy which they incur from their fellow- 
mortals is the ſmalleft part of their puniſhment; 
that they may poſſibly avoid: The moſt terrible 
is the moſt certain the ſentence and con- 
demnation of their final Judge. Where, alas! 
will they hide their guilty heads, when he 
makes his appearance? Or, what apology will 
they be able to offer, wherr he enquires, to 
what ufe they have applied the talents with 
which he had intruſted them ?—Speechleſs, 
and ſelf-coademned, tortured with inward an- 

uiſh, and covered with ſhame in the preſence 
of God and the holy angels, they will find 
= | them: * 
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themſelves as unable to avert, as to bear the 
awful ſentence which ſhall be pronounced upon 
them, and by the lips of a Judge from whoſe 
deciſion there is no appeal: Caſt ye, will he ſay, 
the unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs , there 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth . Where- 
fore, ſeeing we know theſe things, Jet us be di- 
ligent, that we may be found of him in peace. And 
under the influence of an ardent love to God, 
and an unſhaken faith in our merciful Re- 
deemer, the only ſure foundations of ſocial 
virtue, let us be ambitious to become rich in 
good works, And ſuch we may with great 
juſtice denominate thoſe works of faith and la- 
bours of love, which, whilſt they contribute to 
the preſent and temporal, do alſo tend to pro- 
mote the future and eternal good of man- 
kind, 


That truly reſpectable Inſtitution, for which 
I am this day delired to appear as an advo- 4 
cate, keeps both theſe objects in view; and | il 
will therefore, I truſt, obtain your ready and 
generous patronage, I now ſpeak of the l 
Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge 
in the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, and 
for ſpreading the Goſpel amongſt the Indians 
in America, The importance of the deſign, 


Match. xxv. 30. 


which 
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which muſt appear as ſoon as it is propoſed, 


precludes the neceſſity of ſaying much to re- 
commend it, And it is the leſs requiſite, after 
what has been ſo ably ſaid by thoſe who have 
gone before me in this ſervice, I cannot, 
however, upon the preſent occaſion, forbear ob- 
ſerving, that the fidelity with which the buſi- 
neſs of this excellent and extenſive charity is 
conducted, —the numerous objects who are 
benefited by it, —the intereſting purpoſes, both 
for time and eternity, which it is well adapted 


to anſwer,—and the ſignal ſucceſs with which 


it has been happily crowned, give it a poſt of 


' honour amongſt the many benevolent under- 


takings, by which our age and nation are 
diſtinguiſhed, To accompliſh the leaſt im- 
portant object of the Inſtitution before us, muſt 


prove a national bleſſing; I mean, encouraging 


the arts of agriculture and manufacture, in 
thoſe parts of our iſland, from which, in con- 
ſequence of the diſadvantageous ſituation of 


the inhabitants, they have been hitherto ex- 


cluded. This, beſides refining and multi- 
plying their ſources of perſonal and ſocial 
happineſs, will alſo add to the ſtrength and 
proſperity of the community at large, by ba- 
niſhing habits of ſloth and barbariſm from 
amongſt them, and increaſing their wealth and 
number. And as an improved ſtate of civil 
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ſociety is very deſirable on its own account, and 


is therefore juſtly made one object of the cha- 


rity we are now recommending ; fo is it parti- 


cularly deſirable for the attainment of another, 


which is of far greater importance, and which 
is conſidered as the principal one; I mean the 
propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge in a too 
long neglected, but populous part of the land, 
where the inhabitants had enjoyed, till this 
Charity interpoſed, little more opportunity for 
acquiring it, than if they had been born among 
the uninſtructed Indians. It is, indeed, affect- 
ing to think, that whilſt the light of Divine 
truth hath ſhone with ſuch enlivening beams 
upon by far the greateſt part of our country, 
another ſhould have been for ages involved in 
ſo thick a darkneſs. And in this deplorable 
ſtate it would ſtill have continued, had not the 
Society, whoſe cauſe I am pleading, been 
raiſed up by Providence to diffuſe ihe light of 
life, By this friendly interpoſition, which 
commenced about the beginning of the pre- 
ſent century, many, we truſt, are now form- 
ing to become members of the Chriſtian 


church upon earth, and the church of the 


firſt-born in Heaven, who would 'otherwiſe 
have been loſt to both. 
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Notwithſtanding, however, the progreſs 
which Chriſtian knowledge has already made; 


and the good fruits it has produced in this 


part of our Maſter's vineyard, it ſtill needs a 
careful cultivation; and would be in great 
danger of being extirpated again, through the 
inſidious arts of falſe brethren, who have crept 
in unawares, and who employ every method 
they are able, to diffuſe the poiſon of Popiſh 


error, did not the ſame benevolent hand that 


planted, ſtill continue to adminiſter to its 
growth and ſecurity. 


Animated by the ſucceſs with which their 
paſt labours have been crowned, and aſſiſted 
by the contributions and prayers of good men, 
without diſtinction of names and parties, the 
Directors of the Society, whoſe undertaking we 
are aſſembled to encourage, at this time ſup- 
port 180 ſchools, in which more than 7000 
boys and girls are inſtructed in the great prin- 
ciples of our common faith. Such ſeminaries 
of Divine knowledge, ſcattered abroad through 
a country where before there were none, are, 
to the inhabitants, like ſprings of water to a 
weary traveller in a'dry and thirſty land. And 
innumerable and ineſtimable are the bleſſings 
both for this life, and the next, which, under 
a Divine patronage, they may be expected to 
communicate, 
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It is neceſſary, however, to add, that many 


places which greatly need, are yet unprovided 
with theſe means of inſtruQtion ; and the Di- 
rectors of the Society are not able to ſupply 


them, the expence already incurred lies ſo 


heavy upon their hands, To continue, there- 
fore, and to extend their benevolent plan, 
they now ſolicit your aſſiſtance; and I perſuade 
' myſelf they will not meet with a refuſal : Eſpe- 
cially, when it is farther conſidered, that their 
plan includes another object, which is more 
expreſſive than either of the former, of that 


diſintereſted and unconfined charity, of which 


we ſee ſo bright a pattern, and which is ſo 
ſtrongly inculcated, both by precept and by 
example, in the goſpel. Conſidering all man- 
kind as their brethren, and imitating that dif- 
fuſive love of God and the Redeemer, which 
ſays to the north, give up, and to the ſouth, keep 
not back; bring my ſons from far, and my daugh- 
ters from the ends of the earth, theſe generous 
friends of the human race, have, by a ſeparate 
fund, encouraged and ſupported Chriſtian miſ- 
fionaries amongſt the native Indians in Ame- 
rica; whoſe ſucceſs, as appears from the beſt 
accounts, has far exceeded expectation. This 
part of the plan, indeed, during the late un- 
happy national conteſt, has neceſſarily ſuffered 
an interruption; but as the communication 

E | between 


—— — ö. if ARA I. 4 i RP BE. — hs, & - 


( 26 ) 
between the two countries-is now opened, it, 
will of courſe be taken up again, and proſe- 
cuted, we may hope, with renewed zeal. And 
I cannot help wiſhing earneſtly that it may, 
not only for the ſake of enlarging the bound- 
aries of our Redeemer's kingdom, but as it 
may ſerve alſo to reſtore that ancient amity 


which the late troubles have ſo miſerably un- 


dermined and endangered. 


And now, my brethren, what deſigns can 
we form or imagine, more honourable to God, 
and more beneficial to man, than thoſe which 
this Society for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge propoſes, and is employed in accom- 
pliſhing? As an inhabitant of this world, I 
wiſh that crade and arts, and civilized manners, 
may univerſally prevail ; but as a diſciple of 
Chriſt, and an heir of immortality, I wiſh, 


above all things, that my fellow-men may be- 


come my fellow-chriſtians, and ſhare with me 
the privileges and hopes of the goſpel. And 
who, that knows the worth, and has felt the 
power of the goſpel, is not conſcious to the 


ſame deſires? But the objects to be relieved 


by the charity before us, ſome will ſay, are 
placed at a remote diſtance, True; but ſtill 
they are men, partakers of the ſame nature 
with ourſelves, and brethren of the ſame great 


 hovſchold ; 
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houſehold ; alike dependent upon Providence, 
and need, and are capable, of the ſame eternal 
ſalvation. And permit me to add, how far 
diſtant ſoever their lot may be caſt from our 
own in this world, they may become our inti- 
mate friends and affociates in a better, and 
will then acknowledge, with gratitude, the aſ- 
ſiſtance we afforded them in finding their way 
ES ol 
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But you have other objects of charity nearer 


home, whom it is your duty to relieve firſt. 
Granted again; and who wiſhes them to be 


overlooked and neglected? If this, however, 
be urged as an excuſe for doing nothing in the 


_ preſent caſe, I can only ſay, it is happy for 


Britain, that thoſe who were firſt employed in 
propagating Chriſtian knowledge there, did not 


reaſon thus. Objections are often founded in an 
unwilling temper ; let us then lay our hands 
upon our hearts, and enquire impartially, 
whether, by a prudent arrangement of our ex- 


pences, we cannot eaſily contribute to the ſup- 


port of the charitable inſtitution that now aſks 
our aſſiſtance, without neglecting any other, 
which has an equal claim upon our Chriſtian 
benevolence, and the objects of which fall 
more directly under our obſervation. Should 
any doubt ſtill remain, let us ſeriouſly conſi- 
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(a) 
dei, to ſtimulate, our zeal, to, ham much better 
account that part of our time and worldly 
ſubſtance will turn, which, i is employed, i in fur- 
niſhing others with the means of acquiring 
religious knowledge and eternal bleſſedneſs, | 
than what we expend in procuring. for our- 
ſelves the momentary gratifications of this life, 
With ſuch ſacrifices of love to the ſouls of 
men, above any others which we are capable 
of offering, they are profited, and God is well 


pleaſed. 


Wherefore, my brethren, let us not be weaty in 
well-doing ; in due ſeaſon we ſhall, reap, if. we faint 
not. And this 1 pray, that your love may increaſe 

towards one another, and to all men; that ye may 
approve things that are excellent; may be ſincere, 
and without offence, till the day of Chriſt, being 
filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by 
Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of God, 
Amen. 


M. 
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Form of a Bequeſs or Legacy, 


Item, G I'VE and bequeath the ſum of 
to the Society in 

Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, to be applied (either to the purpoſes 

of the firſt or ſecond patent as the Donor + 
pleaſes). 


N. B. The firſt Patent reſpects the inſtruction 
of the children in the Society's ſchools, where 
they are educated in the principles of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Loyalty, and taught read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic, &c. The ſecond 
Patent authoriſes their being bred up to uſeful 
labour and induſtry, in agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and handicrafts. 


Benefactions for the uſe of the Society will be 
received i in London, as under : 
Meſſrs. Coutts and Co. Bankers in the Strand. 


William Fuller, Eſq; and Son, Bankers in 
Lombard-ſtreet. 


ohn Mackintoſh, Eſq; No. 8, North Side of 
the Royal Exchange, Secretary, 


